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Your online environment

1. Technical Difficulties & support.

2. Recording.

3. Communication in an online environment.

4. Asking Questions.

5. Using Polls.

6. Downloading documents.



Agenda
1.  Introduction

2.  Introduction to the new Pearson International GCSE (9-1) Business qualification

3. ‘State’, ‘Calculate’, ‘Explain’ and ‘Outline’ questions and activity

4.  Break

5.  ‘Analyse’, ‘Justify’ and ‘Evaluate’ questions and activity

6.  Support, resources, networking and final questions

7.  Finish
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Timeline
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June 2018: last assessment for the International GCSE in Business Studies 4BS0.

June 2019: first assessment for the International GCSE (9-1) in Business 4BS1.

June & Sept 
2017

June 2018 June 2019

Current 
specification
4BS0

Assessment 
window

Final 
assessment

New 
specification
4BS1

First teaching First
assessment



Overview of the changes
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• 2 exam papers (Each paper is worth 80 marks, 90 minutes, 50% of total assessment).

• 4 questions per paper.

• 10% of the marks in each paper (8 marks) will focus on assessing quantitative skills.

• Recommended 120 guided learning hours.

• Simplified question paper and specification layout.

• New 9 to 1 grading scale, with 9 being the top level.

• Content remains largely unchanged, though it has been updated.  Topic headings 
have been brought up to date.



New 9-1 grading scale
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Click here for the latest information on the 9-1 grading scale.



Structure of the International GCSE (9-1) in Business
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Content overview Assessment 
overview

Paper 1:
Investigating 

small business

● This paper will draw on all topics.
● The question scenarios are based on a 

small business (up to 49 employees).
● 4 compulsory questions – each worth 

20 marks

Written examination: 

● 90 minutes
● 80 marks
● 50% of the qualification

Paper 2:
Investigating 

large 
businesses

● This paper will draw on all topics.
● The question scenarios are based on a 

large business (more than 250 
employees).

● 4 compulsory questions – each worth 
20 marks

Written examination: 

● 90 minutes
● 80 marks
● 50% of the qualification



Paper structure
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● 2 x papers: 90 minutes, 80 marks, 4 questions

● Identical, consistent paper structure in Paper 1 and 2.

● Reduced and clearly defined command words and mark tariff.

● ‘Ramped’ questions. Questions start with lower mark tariff sub-questions 
and build to higher mark tariff sub-questions at the end of the question.  This 
allows students to build confidence as they move through the paper, 
ensuring the paper is accessible for ALL students.



Structure of Question Paper 1 & 2
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Question 1: 
20 marks

Question 2: 
20 marks

Question 3: 
20 marks

Question 4: 
20 marks

6 x MCQs
Short and longer 
answer questions.

Short and longer answer 
questions. 

Short and longer 
answer questions. 

Short and longer 
answer questions. 

Students may be 
asked to calculate.

Students may be asked 
to calculate.

Students may be asked 
to calculate.

Students may be asked 
to calculate.

1x 6-mark Analyse
question at the end.

3 x 3-mark questions.
1 x 9-mark question.

1 x 6-mark question.
1 x 9-mark question.

1 x 6-mark question.
1 x 12-mark question.

Taxonomy:
MCQ
Define
State
Calculate/Outline
Explain
Analyse

Taxonomy:
State 
Explain
Calculate/Outline
Justify

Taxonomy:
Define 
Calculate/Outline
Analyse
Justify

Taxonomy:
Calculate/Outline
Analyse
Evaluate



Command words used in each paper
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• A consistent set of command words are 
used across the assessments.

• The number of marks and assessment 
objectives for each command word are also 
applied consistently.

Analyse

MCQ, define, state



New content areas
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Content has been refreshed and updated. 
Content has been made more explicit within the specification.

1.5 Business and the international economy
• concept of globalisation.
• opportunities and threats of globalisation for businesses.
• Importance and growth of multinationals.

4.3  Marketing
Updated to include social media and the use of technology.  

For example:
4.3.4. Promotion:

The use of technology in promotion
• targeted advertising online
• viral advertising via social media
• e-newsletters.



Questions?



Assessment: 
Points-based mark schemes



Command words used in each paper
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• A consistent set of command words are 
used across the assessments.

• The number of marks and assessment 
objectives for each command word are also 
applied consistently.

Analyse

MCQ, define, state 



‘State’ questions:
● Always worth 1 mark.

● Designed to test application (AO2).

● Students are required to provide an answer in context.

● A ‘points-based’ mark scheme is used.

● ‘State’ questions can appear in questions 1 and 2.

● To earn the mark, the answer must demonstrate Application (AO2) rather than 
Knowledge (AO1).  
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‘State’ questions: Exemplar 1
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Taken from Paper 2 SAM Question 1(d)

Question: State one possible impact on Apple of falling revenues.

Answer: Decreased profit.



‘State’ questions: Exemplar 2
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Taken from Paper 2 SAM Question 2(b)

Answer:  Mistakes could be made.



‘State’ questions: Exemplar 3
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Taken from Paper 1 SAM Question 1(d)

Answer: Rent on the restaurant that he owns.



‘Calculate’ questions:
● Always worth 2 marks.

● Designed to test application (AO2).

● A ‘points-based’ mark scheme is used.

● ‘Calculate’ questions can appear in questions 1,2,3 and 4.

● No marks are awarded for stating the formula.

● All ‘calculate’ questions will have an answer template similar to the following slide.

● If students provide multiple answers, the only answer that counts is the one 
written on the line provided (as highlighted on the following slide).

● Where applicable, answers should be given to two decimal places (2.d.p.).
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Sample ‘Calculate’ Answer Template
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(c) Using the information in Table 1, calculate the cost of sales for the business. You
are advised to show your workings.

$……………………

This is where we will expect 
candidates to place their final 
answer.
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‘Calculate’ questions: Mark Scheme

Assessment objective tested. Notice there is no 
AO1 – this is why there are no marks awarded 
for a formula.



‘Calculate’ questions: Exemplar 1
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Taken from Paper 2 SAM Question 1(e)



‘Calculate’ questions: Exemplar 2
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Taken from Paper 1 SAM Question 1(e)



‘Calculate’ questions: Exemplar 3
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Taken from Paper 1 SAM Question 3(c)



‘Explain’ questions
● Always worth 3 marks.

● Designed to test knowledge and understanding (AO1).  

● No context is required.

● A ‘points-based’ mark scheme is used.

● Will only appear in Questions 1 and 2.

● Will always be of the nature ‘Explain one…’

● Four ‘explain’ questions in each paper.

● Candidates need to provide two linked strands following on from the identification 
of one impact/method/advantage/disadvantage etc.
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‘Explain’ questions: Mark Scheme



Explain questions: Exemplar 1
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Taken from Paper 1 SAM Question 2(e)



Explain questions: Exemplar 2
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Taken from Paper 1 SAM Question 1(f)



Explain questions: Exemplar 3
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Taken from Paper 1 SAM Question 2(e)



‘Outline’ questions

● Always worth 2 marks.

● Designed to test Application (AO2).

● A points-based mark scheme is used.

● Students needs to state one benefit/drawback/impact/method etc. and provide one
strand of development. Within the answer there must be evidence of context to score 
2 marks.
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‘Outline’ questions: Mark Scheme



‘Outline’ questions: Exemplar 1
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Taken from Paper 1 SAM Question 3(b)



‘Outline’ questions: Exemplar 2

33

Taken from Paper 2 SAM Question 3(b) 



‘Outline’ questions: Exemplar 3
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Taken from UK GCSE Business Paper 2 SAM Question 7(c) (Section C)



Marking Activity 1
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● You will now be able to mark a further 8 exemplars covering the range of ‘points-based’ 
questions. 



Questions?



A short comfort break



Assessment: 
Levels-based mark schemes



‘Analyse’ questions:
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● Always worth 6 marks.

● Designed to test application and analysis (AO2 and AO3).

● A ‘levels-based’ mark scheme is used.

● Will appear in Questions 1, 3 and 4 – three in total.

● Context is required.

● Will always be of the nature ‘Analyse an/the impact/advantage etc…’

● ‘Interconnected points’ means at least two linked strands (Level 2 AO3 
descriptor).

● ‘Detailed interconnected points’ means at least five linked strands (Level 3 
AO3  descriptor).
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‘Analyse’ 
questions: 
Mark 
Scheme



‘Analyse’ questions: Exemplar 1
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Taken from Paper 2 SAM Question 1(g) 



‘Analyse’ questions: Exemplar 2
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Taken from Paper 1 SAM Question 4(b) 



‘Justify’ questions:
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● Always worth 9 marks.

● Designed to test application, analysis and evaluation (AO2, AO3 and AO4).

● A ‘levels-based’ mark scheme is used.

● Will only appear in Questions 2 and 3 (one in each section).

● Will always involve a choice between two options.

● ‘Interconnected points’ means at least two linked strands.
(Level 2 AO3 descriptor).

● ‘Detailed interconnected points’ means at least five linked strands.
(Level 3 AO3 descriptor).



‘Justify’ questions: Mark Scheme
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‘Justify’ questions: Exemplar 1

Taken from Paper 1 SAM Question 3(e)



‘Justify’ questions: 
Exemplar 2
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Taken from Paper 2 SAM Question 3(e) 



‘Evaluate’ questions:
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● Always worth 12 marks.

● Extended writing designed to test Knowledge/Understanding, Application, 
Analysis and Evaluation (AO1, AO2, AO3, AO4).

● A ‘levels-based’ mark scheme is used.

● Will only appear in Question 4 (the final question on each paper).

● ‘Interconnected points’ means at least two linked strands.
(Level 2 AO3 descriptor)

● ‘Detailed interconnected points’ means at least five linked strands.
(Level 3 AO3 descriptor)



‘Evaluate’ questions: Mark Scheme
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‘Evaluate’ questions: Exemplar 1
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Marking Activity 2

Find the overall level and mark:

● You will now read more sample student responses to ‘Analyse’, ‘Justify’ and 
‘Evaluate’ questions.

● The three samples are from Paper 1 and 2 in the SAMs.

● Determine the correct overall level and mark for each answer

● Using the mark scheme, award an appropriate mark.

50



Support and Resources



Plan

Track & 
Assess

Develop Teach

Teach

Track & Assess

Plan

Develop

Complete support from Pearson

Paid-for 
● Student Book
● ActiveBook

● ResultsPlus
● Mock Analysis
● ExamWizard
● SAMs
● Additional sample 

assessment papers
● Marked student 

exemplars

● Specification & SAMs
● Scheme of Work
● Getting Started Guide
● Course Planner
● Mapping documents
● Getting Ready to Teach 

events

• Getting Ready to Teach 
events

• Mocks Marking events
• Feedback events



Free support for Pearson
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● Getting Started Guide

● Editable Scheme of Work

● One further set of Extra Assessment Materials (Specimen Papers) 

– available Feb/Mar 2018

● Marked student responses to the SAMs with examiner commentary 

– available April/May 2018

● Subject Advisor support – Colin Leith



Published resources - Paid-for support
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Textbook from Pearson

● Engaging contemporary contexts with plenty of real  
case studies.

● Transferable skills are explicitly signposted, allowing 
students to understand the skills they are gaining.

● Exam style questions and practice tests to support 
revision.

● Content is mapped to the specification to provide 
comprehensive coverage.

Student Book, eBook and Teacher materials (ALDS)

* Pearson’s published resources, as well as other endorsed resources, are not a prerequisite for the delivery of our specification.



Free support: ResultsPlus and ExamWizard
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ResultsPlus
Provides the most detailed analysis available of your students’ exam performance. This free 
online service:

• helps you identify topics and skills where students could benefit from further learning, helping them 
gain a deeper understanding

• see actual scores for each exam question for a student, class or group

• understand how your students’ performance compares with class and Edexcel national averages

• acquire data that may support effective learning and teaching approaches.   

examWizard
examWizard is a free exam preparation tool containing a bank of past Edexcel exam questions, 
mark schemes and examiners’ reports for a range of GCSE and GCE subjects. 

• examWizard saves you time by allowing you to create your own mock exams, topic tests, homework 
or revision activities in minutes linking directly to associated examiner reports and mark schemes.



Dedicated subject support

Your subject advisor is Colin Leith

Phone: 020 7010 2182

Twitter: @PearsonEconBus

Email: TeachingBusiness@pearson.com

International GCSE Business subject page:
http://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-
gcses-and-edexcel-certificates/international-gcse-business-2017.html
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Questions?

Thank you.


